
OUR FOUNDER

SRI NIRANJAN SANYAL (20th Nov 1929 –  13th March  2001) 
AND 
VANALAKSHMI UNMESH SAMITI
Vanalakshmi, the dreamchild of Lt Niranjan Sanyal, is on its journey of fulfilling the first part of the Founder’s vision – to be an ecological success of sustainable development. The journey to the second part, to be a Centre for analysis and understanding of Indian culture, to study the real purpose of education and our connectivity to the Earth’s morphic fields, has just begun. 

Sri Niranjan Sanyal was a true “Renaissance Man”. Descended from the Princely families of Puthia and Mymensingh (both now in Bangladesh), he chose to invest his family wealth on Vanalakshmi, nurturing it over 4 decades until economic self-reliance was achieved. 

If you , dear visitor, were to meet Sri Sanyal today, his charming smile and hearty hospitality would overwhelm you. You might engage him in a dialogue on Vedanta, Indian history, Sankaracharya’s monotheism (5th century CE), Indian Temple architecture or even Manchester United, Denis Compton and Garfield Sobers. You might see him sketching, writing or (for the really privileged) playing the Esraj and singing. You could discuss The Mahabharata, Kalidasa and Indian Literature. You would be treated to a talk on Man’s genetic connectivity to an anthropomorphic Earth and the importance of Nature to our well being. 

Such a man was Lt Niranjan Sanyal, our Founder. 

Vanalakshmi Unmesh Samiti was begun by him in April 1964 to keep his work in continuum. 

Vanalakshmi, as Lt Niranjan Sanyal had wanted it to be, welcomes everyone with a warm heart and open arms. In 1963, when this land was bought, it did not have a single blade of grass. Its barrenness was the symbol of an earlier Birbhum. Today’s Vanalakshmi has proven that we have the power to leave behind a richer ecological legacy to our children and mankind than what we had. Lt Niranjan Sanyal’s life work and Vanalakshmi is a prominent example of this truth.   

