CURRENT ACTIVITIES AT “VANALAKSHMI UNMESH SAMITI” 
AREA :  INSIDE ASHRAM (contains orchard, housing, a pond & 4 wells) – 12 acres

                          OUTSIDE ASHRAM (cultivation fields)                                            – 17 acres

                          2 WATERBODIES                                                                                –   6 acres   
           WORKFORCE : There are 15 permanent residents in the ashram, who are engaged in 

                                          the activities. Local village men and women work as employees on 

                                          the various seasonal activities all the year round.      

1. ORCHARD (AFFORESTATION IN A COMPLETELY ARID LAND) 
·  Mango Trees – 284 nos. 38 varieties.
· Other fruit trees – Guava, Coconut, Betelnut, Cashewnut, Bengal quince (bel) 
Pomello, Custard apple, Star fruit (Kamranga), Indian Olives (Jalpai), Jackfruit
      Papaya, Banana, Indian Jujube (Kul), Chikoo (Sapodilla or Sapota), Chestnut 
      Jamun, Lichi, Sweet lime, Lemon, Orange, Palmyra Palm (Taal), Rose Apple  

      (Golapjam), Almond, Common fig (Dumur), Titimel (Amra), Tamarind, Indian 

      gooseberry (Amlaki), Hortoki (Chebulic myrobalan), Bay Leaf, Cinnamon, Bohera 

         Asfoetida, Mahua
· Flowering trees - Swet Sal , Banyan, Neem, Champak, Siuli (Coral jasmine), Sonajhuri, Champa Nageshwar, Bamboo, Eucalyptus, Sal, Chironji (Piyal), 
Raintree, Bakul, Madhabilota, Ashok, Gardenia (Gandharaaj), Night blooming jasmine (Hasnahana), Arjun, The Pride of India (Jarul), Guloncho, Gulmohar 

      Sandalwood tree, Bottlebrush, Kachnar, Neelmanilata, Jacaranda, Red Oleander 

      Hibiscus, Takoma, Musianda etc 
· Nursery - Saplings for these fruit and flowering trees are prepared and sold :-  Guava, Lemon, Indian Olives (Jalpai), Sweet lime (Musambi), Orange, Pomello, Star fruit (Kamranga), Rose Apple (Golapjam), Bay Leaf , Hibiscus, Lichi , Tokoma & Gardenia.  
2. AGRICULTURE - CROPS GROWN

            Fine aromatic rice 
Randhunipagol, Dudher shor, Gobindobhog, Banshkathi
            Boiled rice 
HMT, Banshkathi, Tolai Panji, Swarna, Loghu
            Wheat, Mustard, Maize & Potato
            In the fields after rice is harvested. 
            Other Vegetables & Spices

      Brinjal, Cabbage, Cauliflower, Jackfruit (raw), Carrot, Turnip, Coriander leaves, Sweet  

      Peas, Spinach and other leafy greens, Bottle Gourd, Ridge gourd, Pumpkin, Okra, 

      Tomato, Watermelon, Cinnamon, Amla, Bay leaf.  

       Lentils & Sugarcane – used to be done earlier, discontinued at present.    
             SOIL  
             The soil is loose and porous. The predominant soil types are old alluvial and red lateritic 
             with low organic carbon, nitrogen and phosphate content and medium potash. 
            IRRIGATION 

            Water is scarce because our land is at a higher elevation than the neighbouring areas. Over the 
            years, the underground water table has also become very low. Outside the ashram, agriculture is 
            dependent 50% on rainfall and 50% on the deep tubewells installed by the State government.  In 
            real emergency, some water from our 2 ponds is also used for cultivation.

            Inside the ashram, water is available for all kinds of use from the 4 wells. Here too, the 

            water table has gone really low. In the years,(such as 2009), when rainfall is scarce,  the
            wells are almost dry. 

            In this context, it is worth mentioning that in the recent years, several resorts have come up 
            in the area. There is rampant misuse of water. They use deep borewells to extract water 
            to constantly feed artificial waterbodies for beautification  resulting in the ground water 

            table going lower.                     
3. DAIRY, APIARY & PISCICULTURE 

            DAIRY 

            32 cows, calves & bullocks. Bio – gas fuel plant in use since 1980. 

           APIARY
           One beehive at present 
           PISCICULTURE
           Fish in 2 ponds – 1 inside and the other outside ashram  

4. FOOD PROCESSING UNIT 

Various kinds of jams, jellies, pickles, squashes, murabbas, toffees and ghee.    
5. RETAIL OUTLET 
Farm produce  

            For selling farm produce such as rice, mustard, ghee, jams, jellies, squashes, pickles, 

            murabbas, toffees, aampapads, and traditional Bengali sweets such as coconut roundels 

            (naroos), pithas and patishaptas.       

            Local village handloom products & handicrafts
            Lungi, Handloom Towels, Kurta, Blouse material, Saris, Salwar materials, Embroidered 

            Tops, Bags, Terracotta show pieces, Cane stools (Mora), Cane mats (Chatai & Madur), 

            Cloth, paper and cane files, Fabric – kantha embroidered as well as without embroidery. 

6. EATERY
A small outlet serving traditional Bengali cuisine for lunch. Very popular with all Bengali families visiting Santiniketan on their Tagore pilgrimage.        

