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       NATIONAL RIVER AUTHORITY OF INDIA ( NRAI )  -- BILL  -- ACT
National River Authority of India – Bill to be introduced in Parliament for creation of NRAI Act by Parliament in the sixtieth year of the Republic of India.

· River –a primary national asset, a natural source of life to man, animal, bird, beast ,forest and natural vegetation.
· Our river system provides potable water, irrigation, transportation, electricity, sports  and adventure, rafting and tourism, and is a source of livelihood.

· Our river system have value – economic, social and religious.

· Rivers are Himalayan rivers, interstate rivers flowing into bay of Bengal, Arabian Seas, there are desert rivers and other small rivers.

· Interlinking of rivers has most important and urgent need.

· Our important river systems are, Himalayan river system, Peninsular river system, Indus river system, Brahmaputra river system, Narmada river system, Tapti , Godavari, Krishna Kaveri , Mahanadi river system.

· National River Authority of India Bill be introduced in Parliament , for creation  of  National River Authority of India ( NRAI ) Act by Parliament in the sixtieth year of the Republic of India.

· Act to provide for the constitution of an Authority for the management, maintenance, cleanliness, upkeep and development of all rivers , connecting rivulets from the Himalayas, through the plains to the seas, across the nation, and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.

· Be it enacted by Parliament in the sixtieth year of the Republic of India, as follows:
Chapter – 1

1. Short title, extent and commencement :

(1) This Act may be called the National River  Authority of India Act, 2010

(2) It extends to the whole of India , covering all rivers and rivulets.

(3) It shall come into force on such date as the central government may, by notification in the official gazette, appoint.

2. Definitions : 

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires.
(A) “Authority “ means the National River Authority of India constituted under section……………..
(B) “ Chairman “ means the chairman of the Authority.

(C)  “ Employee” means a person in the full- time service of the Authority.

(D) “ Member ” means member of the Authority appointed under section……., and includes the Chairman.

(E) “ National River “ means for the time- being declared as a national river, under relevant section, like, Ganga, Yamuna, Krishna, kaveri, Brahmaputra and the riverine connected , all over the country.
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(F) “Prescribed “ means prescribed by rules made under this Act.

(G) “ Regulation ” means regulation by  the Authority under this Act.

(H) Words and expressions used herein and not defined, but defined in the National River Authority of India Act, and the meanings assigned in the Act.

Chapter – 2

 (The National River Authority of India )
Constitution of the Authority.

 (1 ) With effect from such date as the Central Govt. may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint in this behalf, there shall be constituted for the purpose of this Act an Authority to be called the National River Authority of India.

(2) The Authority shall be a body corporate by the name of aforesaid, having perpetual succession and a common seal, with power, subject to the provision of this Act, to acquire , hold and dispose of property, both movable and immovable, and to contract and shall by  the said name sue and be sued.

(3) The Authority shall consist of 
      (i) a chairman ( P.M )

      (ii) a Vice Chairman ( Minister of Finance/ Water Resources / Home / Law )
      (iii) All  C.Ms of States

      (iv) Part time expert members , to be appointed by notification in the Official- Gazette.

Term of Office and Conditions

The term of office and other conditions shall be as may be prescribed.

Disqualifications as Member
A person shall be disqualified for being a member if he/she
(A) Has been convicted in an offence, which involves moral turpitude.

(B) Is an insolvent.

(C) Is of unsound  mind declared by a competent court.
(D) Has been removed / dismissed from service owned/ controlled by govt.
(E) Has in the opinion of the Central Govt., such financial and other interest in the                                                       Authority, as is likely to affect prejudicially the discharge by him of the functions as a member.

Eligibility :-
Subject to other terms and conditions, any person ceasing to be a member shall be eligible for re-appointment as member.
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Chapter-3

Meetings:- 

(1) The Authority shall meet at such times and places and shall observe such rules of procedure, in regard to transaction of  business at its meetings, including the quorum there at , as may be prescribed by regulations. 
(2)  If for any reason the chairman is unable to attend any meeting of the Authority, Vice Chairman in his absence, any member chosen by members present in the meeting shall preside at the meeting.

(3) All questions which come up before any meeting of the Authority shall be decided  by a consensus / a majority voting, chairman shall have a casting vote.

Vacancy in the Authority shall not invalidate proceedings.

Appointment of officers, consultants, and other employees of the Authority :-

(1) For the purpose of discharging its functions, the Authority shall appoint such number of officers and other employees as it may consider necessary on such  terms and conditions as may be laid down, by regulations ; and may create separate cadre of engineers, experts , administrators, scientists, river police / guards,  for timely and effective  control of river/ river belt, directly under Govt. of India , NRAI.
(2) The Authority may appoint , from time to time , any person as advisor or consultant as it may consider necessary , on such terms and conditions as may be laid down by the regulations.

(3) Authority to act on modern management principles :-

In discharge of its functions Authority shall act on  modern management principles.

Property and Contracts

· The Central Govt. may entrust to Authority , such river and riverine belt as may be specified.

· Transfer of assets and liabilities of the Central Govt. to the Authority .
· Compulsory acquisition of land for the Authority.

· Contracts by the Authority .

· Mode of executing contracts on behalf of the Authority.
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Chapter-4
Functions of the Authority-

Subject to rules made by Central  Govt. in this behalf , it shall be the function of the Authority.

· To maintain and manage the main rivers , the riverine belts, the  connected rivulets all over the country entrusted to it by the Govt.
· Regulation and development of inter-state rivers/ river valleys to the extent to which such regulations and development under the control of the union is declared by  Parliament by law to be expedient in the public interest.
Functions – 

· Survey , maintain and manage rivers and riverine – their rejuvenation, fishing and fisheries beyond territorial water , shipping ,  navigation on inland waterways, national waterways; carriage of goods and passengers on inland  waterways, by national waterways in mechanically propelled boats.
· Flood control, management ;
· To promote inter-state trade and commerce.

· Construct offices, meeting halls, establish hotels, motels, restaurant, rest-rooms, greenery , visiting sights, at appropriate locations to help manage and control the river.

· Construct residential building and township for its employees;
· Build channels ,sewage system, roads, lanes by the river side, bridges to control the river flow to keep clean and green.

· Develop and provide consultancy and construction /  management services in India and Abroad and on research activities in relation to development, maintenance and management of rivers and facilities thereat.
· To form companies under the Companies Act 1956 for effective and efficient discharge of functions.

· Engage or entrust any of its functions to any institution , agency ,person on such conditions as may be prescribed;

· Advice Central Govt. on matters relating to management of  rivers and floods and draught conditions.
· To equip with modern technology , machine, know-how for river and water management .

· To assist and get assistance from State Govt./ Govts. / local agencies in connection with river management , flood management;
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· Involve local community and universities / IITs / scientific organizations/ panchayats, in river rejuvenation and management.

Chapter-5

Finance , Accounts , Audit

· The Central Govt. may, after due appropriation made by Parliament, by law in this behalf :-
(A) Provide capital that may be required for the discharge of its function.

(B) Raise loans from banks, assistance from Panchayats and local authorities.

Fund of Authority :
· There shall be constituted a fund to be called the National River Authority of India Fund and there shall be credited thereto :-

(A) Any grant / aid received by the Authority;

(B) State/s to contribute its share ; (state to pay proportionate share depending upon their river water resource )

(C) Any donation or voluntary contribution from India and Abroad;

(D) Any loan or borrowings,

(E) Any other sums received by the Authority;

(F) Each and every citizen of the country including all school / college going student to voluntarily contribute Rs. 5/- annually towards the fund of Authority through the school, college of their study for creating involvement and awareness.
Utilization of Fund –

· Expenses of the Authority in discharge of its functions;
· Salary , allowances etc.

· Expenses on objects and for purposes authorized by Act.

Investment of Fund – 

· Appropriate investment of its Fund.
· Borrowing power of the Authority :- 

            -  may borrow money.

                  - annual report.

                  - advance research and report.

                  - accounts & audit

                  - annual report and auditor’s report to be laid before Parliament and made 

                     public through bulletins.

Chapter – 6
· Delegation of powers.

· Authentication of order &  other instruments of the Authority;
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· Employees of Authority to be public servants;
· Protection of action taken in good faith;                                                                                                                 

· Power of Authority to undertake certain works.                                                     

· Power to enter,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
      Inspection , survey, measurement , valuation.

· Measures to continuous flow of river , control of floods.

· Power of Central Govt. to supersede the Authority;

· Power of Central Govt. to issue direction;

· Power of Central Govt. to make rules / regulations;

· Power of Central Govt. to remove difficulties;

· Rules & Regulations to be laid before Parliament.

· Involvement of Media- Print and visual in the furtherance of the object of NRAI , and create awareness , effect on people;                                                                                                                   
· Involvement of Research Institute – IITs / Engineering institution / univ. / colleges , in riverine management by authentic research , study, and suggest appropriate timely measures for river management and rejuvenation. 

· Involvement and participation of inter-state agencies , local bodies /  panchayats in river management / riverine rejuvenation, and developing green by the river-side for  control and beautification.
· Interaction with World Organizations  in river management and riverine rejuvenation by research , study , consultancy , conference etc for creating concern and awareness.
· Newsletter / bulletin to be published and circulated , national/ local T.V channels to be introduced in river management and riverine rejuvenation/ water management / flood management; to create necessary awareness and concern.
· Involvement of religious bodies/ organization / temple/ church/ mosque/ gurudwara / cultural/ social organizations/ industrial houses etc. to promote the cause of river management and riverine rejuvenation.
· Involvement of Army / Navy/ Air / Police organizations /  Income Tax/ Banking Institutions etc.
· Use of modern technology / knowhow / computers/ web page;

For the cause of river management and riverine rejuvenation.
