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Sanitation in India: 
How to take the Bull by the Horns!
Despite significant investments over the last 20 years, India still faces the most daunting sanitation challenge than any other country in South Asia. According to an estimate, India stands second among the worst places in the world for sanitation after China. Government figure claims that India is all set to achieve MDG target but still a vast majority of unserved population is poor rural inhabitants. The rapid urbanization is putting a strain on already stressed urban sanitation systems in India. Slums are very rarely connected to city’s sanitation infrastructure and the sanitation situation is deplorable. Effective implementation of sanitation schemes, increased civil society’s participation, enhancing financial allocation and monitoring progress and effective targeting seems to be the key to achieve total sanitation in India. 
Sanitation: A Global Crisis 
· Sanitation is in crisis. 2.6 billion people worldwide - 40% of the world’s population - do not have a toilet
. Yet, despite the fact that 5,000 children die every day from diarrhoeal diseases, there has been no political action on the issue. 
· Sanitation is the most neglected and most off-track of the UN Millennium Development Goal targets. At the current rate of progress the target will not be met in sub-saharan Africa until 2076 – 61 years late
.
· Sanitation is vital for poverty reduction. There is compelling evidence that sanitation brings the single greatest return on investment of any development intervention (up to $9 for every $1 spent)
. 
· In the developing world, the costs of not investing in sanitation and water are huge - infant deaths, lost work days, and missed school are estimated to have an economic cost of around $38 billion per year, with sanitation accounting for 92% of this value
.
Where is India in comparison to the rest of the world with regard to Sanitation? 
India stands second among the worst places in the world for sanitation as a total number of people lacking access to sanitation after China. Other south Asian countries are Bangladesh (4th rank - total population lacking access to sanitation is 84,912,000) and Pakistan (7th rank - total population lacking access to sanitation is 63,468,000).
[Figures created by cross referencing table one with latest international population estimates for 2004 provided by UN Population Projections from United Nations Department for Economic and Social Affairs (2006 revision) – Source: The status of World’s toilets,  WaterAid, 2007]
What are the issues of Sanitation in India? 
15 lakh children lose their lives to diarrhoea every year in India
. 3 crore 77 lakh people are affected by waterborne diseases every year
 leading to a loss of 7 crore 30 lakhs working days each year
. 

Safe sanitation can go a long way in minimizing risk be reducing the incidence of diarrhea and other water borne diseases.  
Sanitation Coverage in India 
According to the National Family Health Survey 3 (NFHS -3) (2005-2006), the coverage of rural sanitation is 26%. The urban sanitation coverage according to the NFHS-3 is 83.2%. The all India coverage of sanitation, according to the survey is 44.6 in 2005-06 which is 8.9% increase from 1998-99 survey of NFHS-2. However, field studies have pointed to low levels of latrine usage because of lack of awareness of the importance of sanitation, water scarcity, poor construction standards and the governments’ past emphasis on expensive standardised latrine designs. Initial indications of an evaluation by the GoI and UNICEF’s Child Environment Programme show that significant numbers of people, especially in below poverty line (BPL) households, are not using their latrines. If variables such as usage are also included in a definition of sanitation coverage, the national picture is likely to be worse with a corresponding impact on the number of people who need to be reached to meet the MDG target.
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MDG targets for Sanitation: Still leave out Millions 
With the pace at which sanitation coverage is increasing, as claimed by the government, it’s likely that India will meet sanitation target. However, even if MDG targets are met, a huge absolute number of India’s population will still remain uncovered that would be to the tune of more than 500 million people! The MDG 7, Target 10 explicitly states it aims only to halve by 2015, from 1990 levels, the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and adequate sanitation. This is simply an observation about the ground realities in India. 

The Urban Impasse: Poor sanitation for the poor slum dwellers
During 1991-2001, the urban population in India rose from about 68 to 284 million. The reason for growing Indian cities is because they have poor people who lubricate and drive urban growth and also keep them manageable and relatively inexpensive. The problem of this growth is that it is highly iniquitous as far as basic services are concerned. The present infrastructure is not tuned to this growth; hence, the poor living in squatter settlements are left with inadequate or no basic services. 

Urban poor living in slum like conditions could constitute at least 50% of the Indian urban population. Even though, urban sanitation coverage figure comes up to around 83% in 2005-06, the condition is worse in urban slums where almost half of the city’s population live in places like Delhi and Mumbai. In order to meet the MDG target of 285 million by 2015, 8 million people need to be reached every year. A recent study done in slums of Delhi, by WaterAid highlights that all individual toilets in informal settlements are based on inappropriate and redundant disposal mechanisms (septic tank, disposal in drains) which are creating poor environmental conditions within the community and in its neighborhood. 
Figure: Revised Urban Water and Sanitation Coverage and MDG targets for India 
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The rapid urbanization is putting a strain on already stressed urban sanitation systems in India. In many towns and cities, piped sewerage systems do not even exist. Where they do exist, connectivity is generally low and the poor and vulnerable are not connected. Slums are very rarely connected to city’s sanitation infrastructure and the sanitation situation is deplorable. Official data on sanitation is generally insufficient and unreliable and that for urban areas is worse.
A Call for Action for Policy Makers 
1. Have effective implementation of current schemes that increases access to water and sanitation with explicit commitment to the poor and vulnerable in terms of outreach.
2. Enhance role and opportunity for NGOs involvement in community-led water and sanitation programmes, through financial support for NGOs and a commitment to devote at least 75 per cent of the budget of the central grants under Total Sanitation Campaign for sanitation to credible NGOs.
3. Increase allocation for sanitation and monitor its utilization. Though huge amounts have been approved there is a huge gap in release and utilization. Special support missions be constituted where utilization so far has been less than 25 per cent of the approved amount for sanitation.

4. Prioritize Community-Managed Toilets in urban slums of India as non profit community managed intervention with separate funding support of GoI. 
5. Make targeted interventions and increase the purview of sanitation-related works at municipal level. Allocate “urban sanitation fund” to municipalities which could be let out to customers for use on revolving basis.
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