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Environmentalist Dr. G.D. Agarwal fast unto death against Lohari Nag Pala Power Project enters third day
New Delhi, January 16, 2009: Renowned environmentalist Dr. G.D. Agarwal has said that the 520 MW Lohari Nag Pala Hydropower Project under construction on the Bhagirathi river in Uttarakhand was destroying the river Ganga. He was speaking to people from a cross section of society who met him at Akhil Bhartiya Mahasabha Bhawan, Delhi, where he began his fast unto death on Wednesday, January 14.
Addressing media persons at the site of his fast-unto-death against the continued desecration of the river Ganga, Dr. Agarwal demanded immediate stoppage of all construction work at the project site. Stating that as a student of environment, he was pained at the continued destruction of the river Ganga and its environment. He said that he was now left with no other option than to die, especially since the government had failed to protect the sanctity of the Ganga even as it declared it to be India’s national River.
On the third day, his supporters who visited him included Mr. Govindacharya, Mr. Animesh from NEERI, Nagpur, National Vice President of Vishwa Hindu Parishad Mr. Om Prakash Singhal, Mr. Raj Kumar Goel, Mr. Mukesh Sharma of IIT (Kanpur), Dr. Vinod Kumar Mishra and Mr. Vivek Umrao, MCIJ, Australia. Mr. Govindacharya in his statement said that he supported Dr. Agarwal as he felt that the proposed move by the Centre and the state governments to build a series of dams on Himalayan rivers would sound the death knell for these rivers and endanger the overall environment.

Dr. Agarwal, who has served as the Head of the Department of Environmental Engineering at IIT, Kanpur, had earlier undertaken a fast-unto-death in June last year to press for his demand for allowing free and unhindered flow of Bhagirathi river between Gangotri and Uttarkashi.
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